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Figure 1| Annual global market for organic foods and land area of organic
production. Increasing sales of organic food in nominal billions of US
dollars (bars), broken down by contributions from North America (red),
Europe (green) and the rest of the world (orange), and increasing total
global land area under organic production in millions of hectares (blue
line)”?8, European and North American contributions were not available
for the years 1998 through 2000, shown in grey.

questions about food security and social equity. Participatory guar-
antee systems, which rely on local stakeholder verification, have
emerged as a more locally focused alternative to traditional certifi-
cation’, and could lead to the development of more locally relevant
visions for the production and consumption of organic foods.

Sustainability of organic agriculture
About 38% of Earth’s land cover is occupied by agriculture'’.
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Figure 2 | Organic management practices. The complex interactions
among structural factors and tactical management strategies on a
diversified organic farm producing food, fibre and fuel for human and
livestock use and consumption. Structural factors, represented by
circles, are the foundation of organic management, with diverse crop and
livestock rotations at the centre. Tactical management decisions are used
to supplement the structural factors and include the use of: biological
controls; supplementary lime, organic fertilizers and compost; hedges,
margins and other habitat areas; species, variety and breed selection;
temporal and spatial patterns; and physical weed management. Figure
adapted from ref. 99, © 2001 Elsevier.
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